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Heath on the Manchester Anthropological Society. is 

Report on the First Meeting of the Manchester Branch of the Anthropo- 
logical Society of London. By the Kev. Dunbar I. Heath, M.A., 
F.E.S.L., Treas. A.S.L. 

In obedience to the wishes of the President of the Anthropological 
Society of London, who attended with Dr. Beddoe of Clifton, Mr. 
Grattan of Belfast, and myself, at the opening meeting of the Man- 
chester Anthropological Society, on November 1st, 1866, 1 have under- 
taken to give a brief report of what took place on the occasion. 

Dr. F. R. Fairbank, our zealous Local Secretary, as Honorary 
Secretary of the Manchester Society, read a report on the anthropo- 
logical papers submitted to the British Association at Nottingham. 

The President of the Manchester Society, Mr. George Harris, F.S.A., 
F.A.S.L., gave an inaugural address, chiefly explanatory of the objec- 
tions which had been raised against the study of anthropology. Our 
President, Dr. Hunt, addressed the meeting on the practical benefit 
to be derived from the study of anthropology, and Dr. Beddoe spoke 
on the same subject. Mr. Devis, B.A., F.L.S., F.A.S.L., Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Manchester Society; Mr. J. Plant, F.G.S., F.A.S.L. ; Dr. 
F. E. Fairbank, and myself, also addressed the meeting. I felt it my 
duty to confine my remarks chiefly to an account of the operations of 
the London Society. 

On the same evening a soiree was held, and a large number and 
variety of objects of anthropological interest were exhibited. The 
object of this soiree was to introduce the subject of anthropology in 
an engaging aspect to the intelligent public in Manchester, as a pre- 
liminary to the full establishment of a Local Society. 

Remembering that the operations of November 1st were fully under- 
stood to be a preliminary introduction to the future practical working 
of the Society, I cannot but report them as a very fair success, so far 
as any of those concerned in them have hitherto had means of judging. 

The numbers of the meeting, about two hundred, the class of 
attendants, the equality in number of the sexes, the evident intelli- 
gent interest taken, the large proportion of clergy and other profes- 
sional gentlemen present, the clearness of the President's address, 
and last, but not least, the effective quality of the speeches, all indi- 
cate or account for the success which I have recognised ; and the 
presence of no less than four anthropologists from Liverpool would 
seem to give good grounds for hoping that other branches of our 
parent Society may before long be inaugurated. 

The Pebsident proposed thanks to Mr. Heath and to those Fellows 
of the London Society who undertook the duty of attending the Man- 
chester meeting. Among those who spoke on the occasion was Mr. 
Heath himself, Dr. Beddoe of Bristol, and Mr. Grattan of Belfast, 
who manifested great zeal and took much trouble to give a helping- 
hand to that branch from the parent Society. If other Fellows would 
imitate their example and go down to Manchester and give the young 
Society encouragement, they would wear off the antipathy which in 
some degree existed, and eventually they would have a strong branch 
Societv in Manchester. 
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The Rev. Dunbar I. Heath made some remarks on the working of 
the branch Society, and urged the importance of giving attention to 
the young colony, which was well worthy of it. It was no doubt an 
experiment, but he trusted it would be successful. The town of 
Manchester was well adapted for the study of anthropology, from the 
communication existing there with all parts of the world ; and the 
community were active, intelligent, and wealthy, and could well sup- 
port such a society. 

The votes of thanks were agreed to unanimously. 

Report on the Recent Investigations of Br. Edouarcl Bupont on the 
Rone Caves on the banks of the Lesse River, Relgium. By C. 
Carter Blake, Esq., F.G.S., F.A.S.L. 

Mr. Blake, after giving a minute account of the circumstances 
which led to the investigation of these caves by the Anthropological 
Society in conjunction with Dr. Dupont, entered into considerable 
details respecting the number and character of these caves ; the 
various levels and palseontological horizons at which they were found ; 
the characteristic fossils of each ; the nature of the human remains ; 
and the geological conditions under which the successive deposits of 
rolled pebbles, stratified lehm, angular pebbles, and loess were found. 
He gave a long account of the jaw found in the Trou de la Naulette, 
accompanied by measurements of many other jaws, and summed up 
an exceedingly long paper (which will appear in the Memoirs of the 
Society) by the following conclusions : — 

1. That the deposit of stratified "lehm" under stalagmite, in the 
Trou de la Naulette, was due to the action of slowly operating 
causes. 

ii. That the individual whose jaw was found therein was contem- 
porary with the elejmant and rhinoceros, whose remains are imbedded 
under like conditions. 

in. That some of the characters afforded by the jaw indicate a re- 
semblance to the jaws of the Slavonic peoples of Eastern Europe, as 
especially exemplified by the Masures and Wends. 

iv. That some of the characters of the jaw from the Trou do la 
Naulette indicate a strong resemblance to, and exaggeration of, the 
characters afforded by the melanous races of men, and especially the 
Australian. 

v. That the above characters afford a distinction between the re- 
mains found in the Trou de la Naulette and the Trou de la Frontal, 
which latter contained the reindeer jJeriod individuals strongly re- 
sembling the Calmucks of the 23resent day. 

The President said it was more than a matter of form to propose 
that the thanks of the Society should be given to Mr. Blake for the 
effective manner in which he had carried out the objects of the 
Council in sending him to Belgium. He had entered so fully, and 
with so much enthusiasm, into the work, as to prove that the Council 
had shown sound discretion in commissioning him to examine the 
bone caves j and he felt assured the meeting would join unanimously 
in thanking him for his report. 



